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Knocked down, not out
Ijust got over being sick,

sicker than I’ve been in a
while. I spent the entire

weekend in bed and
never got out of my
sweats. I had the fever,
chills, and all-over
aches and pains. I think
they call it the flu. 

I was sick as a dog,
and since I had nothing
better to do I began to
wonder where the say-
ing came from. Turns
out it simply means ex-
tremely sick and dates to the
17th century. Anyone who
knows dogs, knows that they
can and will eat almost any-
thing, and on the occasion
when their diet disagrees with
them the results can be quite
dramatic. In this case, being
sick refers to “vomiting”. Thank
God, I had none of that. 

It was just the old annoying
sneezing, sniffling and cough-
ing. No, it was more like hack-
ing. Noises were coming out of
me, which did not sound
human. My husband asked me
if I was going to make it several
times throughout the weekend. 

I must have a good immune
system, because I hardly ever
get sick. A virus will travel
amongst the family, but I usu-
ally manage to go unscathed.
Even when I’m the one caring
for the sick, I can usually avoid
the entire funk. But this one
seemed to take a liking to me. 

I decided not to go to the doc-
tor and just let it run its course.

I had a medicine cabinet full of
over-the-counter stuff and I
tried several. 

When I was younger, I
could take Nyquil and
sleep all night. Some-
times I would take
Nyquil just for that rea-
son, but now it no longer
works for me. I took
some the first night, but
ended up tossing and
turning with a weird
buzzing in my ear. The
second night I tried

Tylenol PM and actually did
much better. 

As soon as I’d lie down, I had
the irritating cough and nasal
drip to deal with. God did a
great job creating mankind, but
I wish we came with an on/off
button so we could sleep when-
ever we wanted to. 

And are you supposed to feed
a cold and starve a fever? I al-
ways get that one mixed up. Not
that it mattered, I had no ap-
petite. It’s hard to work up an
appetite when you have mucus
rolling down your face, your
throat is burning and all food
tastes the same. 

I was pretty much living on
cough drops and orange juice,
but I did manage to get down a
bowl of chicken soup — comfort
food for the body and soul. 

However, on the second day I
looked around and realized
that even though I was sick I
still had household stuff that
needed to be done. The beds
weren’t made and the dog was

staring at me with that intense
“I need to go outside” look.

My husband put all the dirty
dishes in the sink and said,
“Don’t worry about anything
Hon. You can do it when you
feel better.” I kid you not. So I
decided to get up and do a few
things rather than watch the
housework pile up around me. 

Now in his defense he’s usu-
ally pretty good about keeping
things clean. He just happened
to have a lot on his plate this
past weekend. I also don’t think
he realized how bad I felt be-
cause we women hardly ever
show it. 

I know men are perfectly ca-
pable of running a household,
but women somehow make a
house, a home. We’re the ones
that fill the medicine cups,
make sure there’s coffee, fix
the beds, fluff the pillows, de-
cide what’s for dinner and
make sure there are clean tow-
els in the bathrooms. They call
it “a woman’s touch.” But I also
heard it referred to as “things
men don’t care anything about.”

I must have been better be-
cause after three days of starv-
ing my fever I was ready to eat. 

My appetite should be back
in full force just in time for the
Thanksgiving feast, and I’m
going to need all my energy this
week so I can start planning
the menu, buying the groceries
and getting the house ready for
my favorite holiday. So I’m
kicking this darn cold in the
butt. 
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Thank you from 
Chi Zeta sisters

The sisters of Chi
Zeta Sorority want to
thank our loyal bene-
factors who contributed
certificates for our Chi-
nese Auction at the
2014 Fall Card Party:
Bentley’s Restaurant,
Thor and Fran
Siegfried Massage,
Patsy’s Saloon and Just
a Cupcake. You each
added to the highlight
of our day and made
our card party another
success. All proceeds go
to contributions for the
children of Dunnellon. 

We also thank the
loyal women who took
time from their busy
days to support our
card Party.

Betsy Davis,
Dunnellon

Writer shouldn’t 
dis the miss

The character assas-
sination of writer Kath-
leen Wallace provided
by Mr. Duke Stoetzer
will, I expect, please
many of those who
seem to have a huge
need to pen the unend-
ing stories of nearly
creepy and negative
“Letters to the Editor.”

As a matter of fact,
Miss Wallace has al-
ways kept herself above
the low-level overtones,
which prevail over the
literary content typical
of the letters.

Thank you, Kathleen
for maintaining a sense
of humanity, and even
humor.

Alan Abele,
Dunnellon 

Quiet please, hotel 
in progress

Not surprising the in-
famous Dunnellon
Hotel is now a reality.
Anyone whom shops at
Walgreens can very
well see there has been
a flurry of activity on
the site at Brooks and
Creek during the past
several weeks. 

City Manager Eddie
Esch and his faithful
assistant, Mayor
Nathan Whitt, will ap-
parently get what they
really want. Connect
the Rainbow Springs
Water System to Dun-
nellon City System with
a three-story, 70-room
hotel as a vehicle to ac-
complish this mission. 

A questionable loca-
tion, at best, with other
sites seemingly more
accessible to the His-
toric District. Spin it
any way you wish that
is why this hotel going
where it is. Nothing
else would be under
consideration. 

The whole project
could easily be the ulti-
mate “redlight green-
light” disaster, as Mr.
Esch and Mayor Whitt
continue to “think out
of the box” solely fo-
cused on one objective.
Clearly details and re-
search appear to be
unimportant for the
long-term, along with
spending other peo-
ple’s — taxpayers’ —
money. I fear the costs
will most likely exceed
the current projections
and the issues will be
blamed on everyone
other than the players
involved. 

One item in last
week’s story concerning

the hotel project was a
demand for a “quiet
zone from the railroad.”
Other than the fire
equipment that will
surely need to be pur-
chased with taxpayer
money. A quiet zone for
railroads to comply isn’t
not just a simply re-
quest, there are many
requirements to qualify.
It will take a coal train
worth of taxpayer dol-
lars to get that done.  

So as I join the
whiner/naysayer squad,
for whom I do appreci-
ate. I have been a mem-
ber of Rail Safety
Council for Stop, Look,
Listen and Operation
Lifesaver. In addition, I
have also conducted
seminars in grade
schools, Scout groups
and youth clubs about
the danger on the track
for more than 25 years. 

I also have been in-
volved in building and,
sadly, dismantling
amusement park/zoo
railroads, but still run
my Lionel train around
the Christmas tree
every year. So I am
qualified to bring this
information to the
readership here.  

The coal train that
comes through Dunnel-
lon provides coal to
four coal-fired genera-
tors in Crystal River to
create electricity to
you. These will be in
operation until at least
2018. At that point, two
will be shut down and
two will operate as they
have been retrofitted to
meet EPA Standards. I
am not completely
clear on the new plant
details. These trains
will run until at least
2020. 

Now with that being
said, you now have a
hotel along the tracks.
Easy fix is to sound-
proof during construc-
tion of the hotel to
block out 110 decibels
to the human ear. No
more noise issues.

CSX and Union Pa-
cific operate these
trains on the tracks
owned by Pinsley/FL
Northern RR. Those
crews are governed by
National Railroad Reg-
ulations. The following
is a paragraph from the
USDOT concerning rail
traffic and commerce.

USDOT RAIL (49
CFR Part 222): “In a
quiet zone, railroads
have been directed to
cease the routine
sounding their horns
when approaching pub-
lic highway-rail grade
crossings. Train horns
may still be used in
emergency situations
or to comply with other
federal regulations or
railroad operating
rules. Localities desir-
ing to establish a quiet
zone are first required
to mitigate the in-
creased risk caused by
the absence of a horn.”

This means every
road crossing has to
meet specific criteria
before a “quiet zone” is
put in place. That could
easily cost $200,000 per
crossing and the loss of
several businesses at
Pennsylvania Avenue
and Williams Street
from eminent domain. 

So here are facts:
� There are only 13

Audrey Beem

The Sabal Trail Transmission
Project, the 600-mile interstate
natural gas pipeline project,
continues to make its way
through the approval process
with the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission (FERC). The
natural gas line project will be
built and pumping natural gas
by May 2017. In order for Sabal
Trail Transmission to meet its
construction schedule, the right
of way for the pipeline will need
to be acquired within the next
year. For a project that spans
600-miles, that timetable is 
crucial. 

As a result of the timeline
pressure, agents of the company
are contacting people and busi-
nesses along the pipeline path
trying to acquire the rights of
way. The initial contact by the
gas line company through its
right of way agents is the com-
monly known process of “ad-
vanced” or “voluntary”
acquisition. In this process, they
try to acquire as much right of
way as they can as cheaply as
possible. 

There is no obligation whatso-
ever for the landowner to take
what is being offered by the gas

line company. It is always a good
policy to ask the gas company to
put the offer in writing and to
show you the appraisal upon
which the offer is based. You
should ask to see not only the
dollar amount of the offer but
the permanent easement terms
they seek to impose on your
property. 

Before considering any offer,
it’s important for property own-
ers to know that Florida emi-
nent domain and property
rights laws favor the property
owner. 

Some landowners are assisted
by lawyers who specialize in the
area of eminent domain. There
is even a smaller sub-group of
lawyers who specialize in emi-
nent domain law that relates
specifically to interstate natural
gas transmission projects, like
the Sabal Trail Transmission
project. Most landowners are
not aware of this aspect of the
law. The good news is that, in
most cases, when you hire a
lawyer in Florida for an eminent
domain case, you will not have
to pay for the lawyer or experts
defending your property. If you
are contacted by a right of way
agent for the gas line company
you may want to protect your in-
terest by making sure that the
natural gas pipeline company

presents you with a written
offer, a copy of the proposed
easement that the gas company
plans to use for your property,
and a sketch or survey of the
land where the proposed ease-
ment will be taken. This infor-
mation will prove helpful in
assessing the overall impact to
your property by the proposed
gas line and to establish the
base line of information that the
gas line company is using to take
the easement on your property. 

You can read more about the
process of eminent domain at
www.gaslinelandtake.com

Ed Pantaleon is an attorney
with the law firm of Manson-
Bolves, P.A. with more than 24
years of eminent domain and
property rights experience cov-
ering thousands of tracts of land
affected by natural gas transmis-
sion lines in Florida. He can be
reached at epantaleon@
mansonbolves.com

Doug McKoy is an attorney
with the law firm of Gregory V.
Beauchamp, P. A. in Chiefland.
Doug practices in the area of
real estate and corporate law
and has examined title and
closed thousands of tracts of
land in Levy, Marion and
Gilchrist counties since 1994. 
He can be reached at doug@
chieflandlegal.com. 
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● The opinions expressed in Riverland News editorials are

the opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.

● Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or let-

ters do not necessarily represent the opinion of the edito-

rial board.

● Groups or individuals are invited to express their opin-

ions in a letter to the editor.

● All letters must be signed and include a phone number

and hometown, including letters sent via e-mail, Phone

numbers will not be printed or given out. We reserve the

right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good

taste.

● Letters to the editor must be no longer than 550 words,

and writers will be limited to two letters per month.

See LETTERS page 5

Transmission line coming, be ready
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